The South Australian Nurse Practitioner Project: a midwife's perspective on a new initiative.
Midwifery education in Australia is currently the focus of intense debate both within and outside the field of midwifery. Proposed changes arsing from these debates centre principally around the issue of midwifery as a separate profession from nursing. This paper describes a case in point as to how changes in attitude and practice are occurring. As a midwife representing the Australian College of Midwives Inc.- SA Branch (ACMI-SA) on the Advisory Committee of the South Australian Nurse Practitioner Project, I provide an insight into some of the debates around midwifery and its relationship with this project. ACMI was a member of the Ministerial Advisory Committee established following the initiative of the Executive of the Department of Human Services (DHS) (formerly the South Australian Health Commission) in forming the Nurse Practitioner Project. The Terms of Reference for this committee included the development of an operational framework for the development and implementation of the Nurse Practitioner role in South Australia. A collaborative approach was seen as essential to enable nurses to best serve their communities by functioning at an advanced level of practice. The ACMI and midwives generally fully support the Nurse Practitioner Project for nurses. By Jennifer Pauline Byrne.